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Dead in Munition

| at Cost §45,000,000

Lack Tou PENINSULA__ RAILROAD AGENT AND STORAGE
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‘Head of Towing Company To Be Arrested To-day
—Lehigh Blames Fire on Barge Belong-
ing to Others.
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| Dynamite, cellulose and shrapnel, exploding in carload salvos within
'two miles of the treasure houses of lower Manhattan, shook the island to
'bedrock early yesterday morning.

It was 2:08 o’clock when Black Tom, a peninsula on the Jersey City
side of the Upper Bay, where.for days and weeks munition shipments for
' Europe have been piling up, erupted, hurling whole cases of shrapnel half

a mile and bombarding the harbor, Bedloe’s and Ellis islands and Jersey
City with shot, shell and debris. Powder-laden lighters were transformed
into fireboats, which bore down upon New York’s waterfront on a flood

%IE UP OF CITY
TO-DAY IS THREAT & |
=5 . |
Hedley Warns Under- |
ground Guards to Stick
30 Hurt in Bronx.

| roneral strike of the guardsand
motormen of the § lines and ‘tide
t! Avenue cle ed line was \ L .
e Only four lives are known to be lost, but among the scattered crews
i n h have twed up suriace ;
{ransportation in The Bronx and on of barges, schooners and other craft there are still nearly 200 men to be
accounted for.
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The property loss is estimated at $45,000,000.

Warrants charging manslaughter were issued last night for Theod
'B. Johnson, head of the Johnson Lighterage and Towingg C:r:lpany; R
‘bert M. Di.ckrnan, Lehigh Valley agent at the Black Tom docks, and Alex-
ander Dav1d59n, superintendent of the National Storage Company. Dick-
man and Davidson were arrested in their homes, in Jersey City, and were
held in $5,000 bail. Johnson was out of town and cannot be taken into
' cust%di‘y until to-day.
in Panic| e New Jersey laws provide that explosives in t titi
‘not be more than twenty-four hours in loading. B e

¥

roofless

Only structures now guard storehouse's valuable goods.

Liberty Light Burned On (CRASH UPSETS
4s Shhells_ Swept Bedloe’s CITY IN SLEEP

Fear for Beacon They Love Was First Thought of Soldiera![

/ 3 ing ir W “hildre
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Lighter's Shrapnel Bombardment. '
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ALLIES WIN ON
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Police on Guard Duty.

o the resumption of rioting

if the subway Drive G{‘rmaﬂs 800

ut the cit)

ited ¢ ‘es walk out, a
i st ou S i ' Flee Beds for Glass- : :
) : | Metres'ia Hemewed —_— L f . Although railroad officials asserted that a fire on a lighter was respon-

11 o'clock,

‘sible, others declared that a car loaded with dynamite caught fire and was
' shunted into another car, similarly loaded, by its panic-stricken crew.
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Wider Offensive Foreseen.
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emuhasis on the severity of the
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dren were rushed asboard to safety.
man boarded her, and when da
broke on the scene of destruction
the izland every soldier wns on duty.

Every building on Bedloe's Island
wans damaged. A new warehouse, com-
pleted anly two weeks ago, was demol-
ished. All the officers’ housea
wrecked. No one on the island was
severely hurt

were

A heavy anchor chain, which took
three soldiers to lift it, was hurled
from lighter, and was found, ves-
terday afternoon, sunk three feet into
the carth.

To the rain of shrapnel was
pieces of railroad ties and sectio: )
twelve box ears on the bombarding
lighter, Many tin cases of shrapnel
each holding twenty-four hombs —were

1\91_(:1’11-.1 bodily from the lighter, some

¢ the

ground wi
M 1 e

Clifton’s
explosions an h s
a fuir example 1

the homes of t
toned and non-col
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gut—lifted witl

ssioned officer
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windows on the side of

ing Black Tom
those on the east side
ward.
The stairway of the captain's home

was twisted like a gnarled oak tree;
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jeast thirty-hve—if it's a

But where are they?
there? How much does it
carfare?

. QULTRERS,

- format

this morning

courses can you get on an island ?
Long Island.
How long does it take to get

All answered this morning on the
I island Golf Page printed to-day—page

The Tribune

First to Last—the Truth:
News—Editorials—Ady ertisements.

of the Aadit

lonely policeman
wondering if the streetcar strike would

the Lehigh Valley's grain eleva-
| tor. In addition, as far as is
known, eighty-five loaded cars
e R traoe were destroyed.
delivery wagons ,ur‘a_- hustling about, ! iy slasce obs
Then the Explosion. tained by the officials of the rail-
road company, the fire started at
1:05 this morning in a barge be-
longing to an independent tow-
ing company, which had been

gpread und deprive him of more rest.

Unly the milkmen and the newspaper |

That was the city's condition at 2:07
elock. A minute later there was a
y crash and the island rocked from
{ 10 end. Skyscrapers, whose foun-

dutions anchor them to the living rock : :
: b a ¢

swayed; glass rained into the streets moored .alongﬂdi the r 'Im?d
and car tracks were | cOmpanys docks expressiy

unti} sidewalss
literally paved with it; the heavens
clared with flame, while acrid odors
ussailed the nostrils and explosion
after explosion drummed in the ears,
Instantly all New York was awake.
the sky told of an im-|
mense blaze somewhere; the repeated
hat it could not be an
earthqnake; thut carly reports of bomb
seemingly localized, could
not be correet, and that somewhere an
immense amount of ammunition was
being destroyed--how, nobody knew,
Nor could wny one tell. Least of all,
Police Headquarters, which was bom-
barded by 'phone calls from every sece
tion of the city, telling of damage
re the caller did not ask for in-
These reports of damage
ca from widely scattered sections,
, widely seattered that at first, even
dgqunrters, the theory of a series
bomb explosions was censidered. |
! In tl ndition the telephone ser-

against orders.

M. T. Henley, night general
yard master for the New York
division of the Lehigh Valley
Railroad, was on the pier when
the fire started. He says the ex-
plosion, which occurred at 2:08,
was on the barge where the fire
started.

Mr. Henley's first thought was
to remove the loaded cars on the
pier from the danger zone. He
says that when he reached the
end of the pier the barge was
burning fiercely all over and the
fire was beginning to communi-
cate itself to some of the cars
nearest the barge. Two long cuts
of cars were successfully re-
moved from the danger zone be-
fore the rapidly spreading fire
engulfed the balance.

s yet it has not been definite-
ly determined just what the
money loss will be. Some 40,000
tons of raw sugar, valued at ap-
proximately $3,400,000, is known
to be lost, but it is believed that
the other contents of the ware-
' houses destroyed will greatly in-
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18,
crease this amount.

There were no explosives
stored in the warehouses and in
but two of the cars destroyed.
These cars were loaded with
shrapnel, which would not have
been 2 source of danger but for
the outside fire. The other cars
destroyed were loaded principal-
ly with salt and borax.

The scene of the explosion
and fire is in no way adjacent to
the main passenger and freight
terminals of the Lehigh Valley
Railroad at either New York or
Jersey City, and the mishap will
hot interfere in any way with

What's the

cost to belong?

special Long
N

Burean of Ctrealations

oughfares, where thieves would have found rich booty, wera
roped off and guarded by cordons of patrolmen. On other
st ro;*t.-‘- pedestrians were warned to keep to the middle of tha
road.

For more than two hours harbor shipping was menaced by
a bombardment that came not only from Black Tom but from
scores of barges that had been cut or burned from their moor«
ings and drifted up toward the Battery on the flood tide. Four
circled Ellig Island.

Ceilings and walls were cracked and not a window escaped,
The damage may be $50,000 or $100,000. The 250 immigrants
who were not in the infirmary, many of them excluded women
and children who are barred by the war from returning to theire
own countries, were huddled aboard the government boat,
which ran the gantlet of the flaming, belching lighters to South
Ferry.

STATUE OF LIBERTY LITERALLY BOMBARDED.

The Statue of Liberty and the military post on Bedloe's
Island formed another target. Whole cases of shrapnel fell
about the soldiers’ quarters. Some of the missiles came from
Black Tom, half a mile away. Iron doors were dented and torn
from their hinges. The damage there was estimated at £150,
000, Captain Clifton, the commanding officer, assembled th'l
families of the officers on the parade ground, where they cows
ered in safety while their houses were shelled.

With shrill whistles tooting for right of way, New York"
fireboats-charged through the fire-tinged mist and attacked the
nowder-laden barges. Close to the blazing magazines they rat
and manned their blistering monitors at a range that brough!
the full volume of every stream into play. Tugboats equipped
with pumps and hose lines joined the fray and did yeoman sen
vice in quenching the flames and towing the deadly flotilla ouf
of the way.

After the first detonation from Black Tom came a series of
!sharp explosions like a pack of huge firecrackers. A hideou
glare lit up the great mushroom of smoke that had sailed up unf
seen from the first explosion. A flaming are, reaching nearly t{
the zenith, shone over Manhattan and the Upper Bay. Through
'out Manhattan and Brooklyn people ran to the street, looking
| for anything from an earthquake to Kingdom Come.

ll the operation of business.

The damage zone extended well up into the hotel and-dq
»




